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Executive Director Amdrea Lovtrery
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State l\4useurn Euflflding

300 Noffifir Street
I"{a risburg, PA 17L20

Dear Director Lowery:

Thank you for your comnritment to preservation and your stev'/ardship of our commonwealth's history.
Pennsylvania's historical treasures are our nrost valuable resources, particularly those objects that assist
in the interpretation of our cultural heritage.

Ome sucl^r ohject has inspired this letter; ttre U.5" Bnilg Niagara, the state flagship at the rr"raritilrne rnuseuni
in Erie.

The USS Niagara is a popular outdoor floating exhibit for Erie, a destination thal attracts tourists who
want to see Ihe nragnificent relief flagship for Oliver l-lazard Perry )n the Battle of Lake Erie in the War of
1812.

We gather frorn the Perrnsylvania Historicaland N4useum Commission's recent announcement that
intentjorrs are to keep the tall ship off the water agairr this year because of the coronavirus,

While this bipartisan tr-o fully supports the rnea-sures tal<en to ensure safety at the height of the
pandemic, we irrplore the ITHIVIC to reconsider this decision, uncover the ship and let it set sailthis year,

lor at least the purpose of being tal<en to shipyard for nraintenance. lt's our hope that PHMC will revise

its starrce and exercise some flexibility in this cause, given that this valuable resource has already been

removeci from serving its inferpretive purposes over the last year.

Our offices are available to offer resources and collaboration in brainstorm nB ways for the ship to be

sailed safe.ly. within reasonable rnitigation efforts, especially given our commonwealth's endorsement of
the recent CDC decisiorr to revise guidelines and remove the masl< requirenrentforvaccinated people.
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Prlor to the famor-rs Battie of Lake Erie, Navy officer perry predicted that he vyould win the battle that
r.uould indeed make hirl famous, saying, "lf victory is to be gaineci, lwill gain it,,

Let us echo that optinristic sentiment and find a way to bring this ship bacl< to her best and rnostvisible
use while balarrcing easily-sustained virus rnitigation measures.

Sin cere ly,

John Fetterman
Lieutenant Governor

Senator Dan Laughlin

Senate District 49
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Representative Ryan A. Bizzarro, Chairman
Fiouse Democratic Policy Committee
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