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PHMC and Flagship Niagara l-eague Announce U.S.
Brig Niagara $ailing $eason to Hnd Early, Outtrine Plans for Repairs

Ihe Flagship Niagara League wilt be rssurng refunds to anyane uiho has already
registered to sall on the shrp

Harrisburg, PA - The Pennsylvania Historical & Museum Commission (PHhaC) and the
Flagship Niagara League {FNL) regretfutty announce that the remainder of the U.S.
Brig fulagara's 2023 sailing schedule is officially cancelled due to unforeseen propeller issues
requiring a lengthy repair time.

Since learning of the loss of the starboard propeller that led to what was hoped to be a
temporary suspension of the season last week, PHI\/C and FNL have been working together to
resolve the matter. Throughout their deliberations, their utmost concern has been far the safety
of visitors and staff and the preseruation of the historic Niagara.

PHMC's decision to officially cancel the season was based on reviewing the detailed repair
options and accompanying timelines provided by Captain William Sabatini, Execuilve Director
and Fleet Captain of the Flagship Niagara League.

After reviewing alt the options, PHMC has decided to replace the Niagara s propellers with in-
kind custom-fabricated propellers, saving money on repairs in the long run and allowing the ship
io operate without undue stress to the engines, The variabte-pitch propeilers will take a
minimum of 76 days to fabricate and install at a cost of approximately 9120,000.

"Canceling the remainder of the Niagara's sailing season comes as great disappointment to
PHMC, the Flagship hliagara League, our volunteers, and conrrnunity supporters," said [/elissa
Mann, FHIV1C's Director of Historic Sites and Museums. "Our next step wilt be to sail
the Niagara to shipyard to replace the propellers and instalf new generators as previously
planned" While at the shipyard, a full suruey of the ship's mechanical and maintenance needs
will be conducted in order to develop a fong-term maintenance and preservation plan to ensure
many successful future sailing seasons. I commend the Ftagship lrliagara League and Erie
It/aritirne Museum statf for their hard wclrk ancj dedication in developing the best path forurard far
the Niagara."



The Flagship Niagana L*ague wilil bc eonrtaeting enyone who is registrred to sailon
tfee ffiegrara to issue r*fqlndo"

While tlre prop*llsrs ar& heing fabricated aRd hefore the *rip travels t* *hipyard in Cleveland far
repair*, the Ll"S" Brig /Uiagare wiil be open for deek tours at the Frie &laritime h4uequm
Wednesday thr*ugh Saturday, 0:3* arn to 5:SS Brn, and $undays, l:t0 pm* S:OC prn. fc
experience Erie'e rieh maritime history fnorn ths wflter, the Scho*ner leffie s,Jtqwgrd is
qqgrafimg daily a* schedut*d, weather pennritting. Fcr *nore informatisn, eati ffi3:fttl* Sell iAeS_
365-7345) nr book pnline at .$Ailfnl,era/Sail.

TNre Pennsyivania h{istoric*l & Mu*eunn *CIrnrnission is $re sfficial lristory agcnoy of the
Con:rnonweslth of Pennsylvania" The Cernrnissisn administers the Erie Ma*time Museum.
L*arn reore by visitia:g PHMC onling orfollowing us
on Fa$ebook, Twitt*r, lfista$rryp or Linkedln.

Ttm Flq$ship l-{laqprq.Lpague i* a S01{c}{3} n*nprcfit educational ar$anizaticn, chaGered to
fs*ilitete eitizen participfftiCIn ahoard th* U"S. Srig fViagar*.

The lsffie 6. Horyandis pwned by the S*uth Stneet $eaport Museum and is operated as a
prograrnrnsti* e*llaboration behneer* the South $tr*st $eaport hlluseur* and ttre Flagship
Niagara teague.

Media Contacts:
PHMC: Howard Polln:an, 71 7-705-8539
Flagship Niagara League. Rebecca Grimaldi, 412-4BS-0152


